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	Presentation 

	On 2 July 2014, the European Commission published the Communication on Sustainable Buildings. It was announced in the Roadmap to a Resource-Efficient Europe and it was preceded by a consultation of the Commission published in July 2013 to which UEPC submitted a response. 
The general objective of this initiative is to reduce the environmental impact of buildings by improving the overall resource efficiency and, as a consequence, to improve the related competitiveness of construction businesses.
This would be achieved through the following specific actions: 
· Raise awareness of and demand for better environmentally performing buildings, among private consumers, developers and public purchasers; 
· Improve knowledge and information regarding resource use and related environmental impacts in relation to buildings in order to support decision making among designers, architects, developers, construction companies, construction product manufacturers, investors, consumers etc; 
· Remove the barriers created by different sets of requirements concerning the environmental performance of buildings; 
· Improve material efficiency, including the prevention and management of construction and demolition waste; 
· Support more intensive use of buildings in order to reduce the need for further built environment (e.g. use empty buildings instead of building new ones, use buildings for more than one purpose when suitable, build flexible buildings to be adapted to new functions or changing needs when appropriate). 
To this end, the Communication focuses on two main areas:
· Influence decision-making (by different actors) along the life-cycle of a building by providing relevant and comparable information regarding environmental performance, through the development of an assessment framework with core indicators 
· Increase the use of recycled materials in the construction of buildings, by fostering a better functioning market for recycled construction and demolition waste
The issue of sustainable buildings has been integrated in the Parliamentary report on “Resource Efficiency: moving towards a circular economy.”
A consultation on the Circular Economy was launched by DG Environment on 28 May 2015 and is open for 3 months. It must lead to a framework of core indicators, without bringing any EU benchmarks or certification. 


	Main actors involved 

	European Commission DG Environment: Unit on Sustainable Production and Consumption, policy officer Josefina Lindblom
European Parliament, ENVI Committee MEP Sirpa Pietikainen (EPP/Finland)  

	Documents 
	Link Procedure File http://www.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=&reference=2014/2208(INI) 
Result of the consultation on Sustainable Buildings:  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/Outcome%20of%20Public%20Consultation%20on%20Sustainable%20Buildings.pdf 
Full version of the communication: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/eussd/pdf/SustainableBuildingsCommunication.pdf 
Consultation on circular economy: http://ec.europa.eu/environment/consultations/closing_the_loop_en.htm 
Response to the Circular Economy consultation (2015): https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B02FlJC4wEpySVJ6cWlzV2paY3c/view?usp=sharing 



	Potential impact 

	UEPC members will be impacted by this policy initiative which could eventually lead to legislative measures on the life-cycle of all the elements of the buildings, from cradle to grave, from extraction to use and to waste and recycling or materials, embodied energy, water and land use. 


	UEPC position 
	UEPC supports a proportionate approach to achieving EU policy objectives in the field of resource efficiency, which should be implemented in the least burdensome fashion possible for businesses, respecting the subsidiarity principle.

UEPC is in favour of a high level objective at EU level and discretion left to Member States to design their own national regulations and policies to implement this. Moreover, UEPC does not support an overall EU Ecolabel for residential buildings.  UEPC believes that there are already efficient schemes present (e.g. BREEAM Code for Sustainable Homes). Considering the financing and affordability problems for consumers on the housing market, UEPC believes that an Ecolabel scheme for residential buildings should only be based on a voluntary basis.

	State of play & timetable
	Vote in ENVI Committee on 16 June 2015. Plenary vote took place on 9 July.
Consultation on circular economy launched by the EC on 28 May 2015, and was open until 20 August 2015. 
The Commission has launched the “Circular Economy Package” on 2 December 2015. The package includes a legislative proposal on waste (targets) and landfill. 
A public consultation was launched at the end of July 2016 on the proposed set of core indicators for buildings’ life cycle resource efficiency. A working paper on the core indicators, including a draft proposal set will be released simultaneously.
The Commission expects to release a final set of core indicators in June 2017.


	Past actions 
	UEPC submitted a position paper to MEP Sirpa Pietikainen. 
UEPC submitted a response to the consultation in August 2015. 


	TO DO 
	-Contacting Mrs Lindblom (DG ENVI) to obtain confirmation about the voluntary character of the core indicators (not compulsory)
-Analysing proposed set of core indicators for buildings’ life cycle resource efficiency + working paper on core indicators +  draft proposal set
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